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“Who Shall Abide in Thy Tabernacle?” 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place? He 

that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 

nor sworn deceitfully. (Psalm 24:3–4.) 

Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that 

walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. 

(Psalms 15: 1–2.) 

Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if 

there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. (Psalms 139:23–

24.) 

Inasmuch as there are those who have hearkened unto my words, I have prepared a 

blessing and an endowment for them, if they continue faithful. (D&C 105:18.) 

In the land of the Chaldeans, at the residence of my fathers, I, Abraham, saw that it 

was needful for me to obtain another place of residence; and, finding there was 

greater happiness and peace and rest for me, I sought for the blessings of the 

fathers, and the right whereunto I should be ordained to administer the same; 

having been myself a follower of righteousness, desiring also to be one who 

possessed great knowledge, and to be a greater follower of righteousness, and to 

possess a greater knowledge, and to be a father of many nations, a prince of peace, 

and desiring to receive instructions, and to keep the commandments of God, I 

became a rightful heir, a High Priest, holding the right belonging to the fathers. It 

was conferred upon me from the fathers; it came down from the fathers, from the 

beginning of time, yea, even from the beginning, or before the foundation of the 

earth, down to the present time, even the right of the firstborn, or the first man, who 

is Adam, or first father, through the fathers unto me. I sought for mine appointment 

unto the Priesthood according to the appointment of God unto the fathers 

concerning the seed. (Abraham 1:1–4.) 

Lay aside the things of this world, and seek for the things of a better. (D&C 25:10.) 

Preparation 

“Be ye clean” 

There followed [after Jesus] a certain young man, having a linen cloth cast about his 

naked body. (Mark 14:51.) 
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Go ye out from Babylon. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord. (D&C 133:5.) 

I give unto you, who are the first laborers in this last kingdom, a commandment that 

you assemble yourselves together, and organize yourselves, and prepare yourselves, 

and sanctify yourselves; yea, purify your hearts, and cleanse your hands and your 

feet before me, that I may make you clean; that I may testify unto your Father, and 

your God, and my God, that you are clean from the blood of this wicked generation; 

that I may fulfil this promise, this great and last promise, which I have made unto 

you, when I will. (D&C 88:74–75.) 

Ye shall not receive any among you into this school save he is clean from the blood 

of this generation; and he shall be received by the ordinance of the washing of feet, 

for unto this end was the ordinance of the washing of feet instituted. (D&C 88:138–

40.) 

Verily I say unto you, behold how great is your calling. Cleanse your hearts and your 

garments, lest the blood of this generation be required at your hands. (D&C 112:33.) 

Having an high priest over the house of God; let us draw near with a true heart in 

full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 

bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:21–22.) 

Let him that is ignorant learn wisdom by humbling himself and calling upon the 

Lord his God, that his eyes may be opened that he may see, and his ears opened that 

he may hear; for my Spirit is sent forth into the world to enlighten the humble and 

contrite, and to the condemnation of the ungodly. (D&C 136:32–33.) 

The Lord waketh mine ear to hear. Isaiah 50:4–5.) 

Open your ears that ye may hear. (Mosiah 2:9.) 

Hear the word of the Lord, . . . and let your ear receive the word of his mouth. 

(Jeremiah 9:20.) 

Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. (Matthew 13:9.) 

This people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes 

they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with 

their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I 

should heal them. But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they 

hear. For verily I say unto you, that many prophets and righteous men have desired 

to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things 

which ye hear, and have not heard them. (Matthew 13:15–17.) 
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Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile. (Psalms 34:13.) 

Behold, I am God; give heed to my word, which is quick and powerful, sharper than a 

two-edged sword, to the dividing asunder of both joints and marrow; therefore, give 

heed unto my word. (D&C 12:2.) 

Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth (Moses 2:28.) 

Let virtue garnish thy thoughts unceasingly; then shall thy confidence wax strong in 

the presence of God; and the doctrine of the priesthood shall distil upon thy soul as 

the dews from heaven. (D&C 121:45.) 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 

my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 

find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. (Matthew 

11:28–30.) 

Intelligence cleaveth unto intelligence; wisdom receiveth wisdom; truth embraceth 

truth; virtue loveth virtue. (D&C 88:40.) 

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 

wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 

(Isaiah 40:31.) 

Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was 

come from God, and went to God; he riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; 

and took a towel, and girded himself. After that he poureth water into a basin, and 

began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he 

was girded. Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost 

thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not 

now; but thou shalt know hereafter. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my 

feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. Simon Peter 

saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. Jesus saith to 

him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: 

and ye are clean, but not all. For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, 

Ye are not all clean. So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, 

and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? (John 

13:3–12.) 

Thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation, and wash them with water. And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy 

garments, and anoint him, and sanctify him; that he may minister unto me in the 

priest’s office. And thou shalt bring his sons, and clothe them with coats: and thou 

shalt anoint them, as thou didst anoint their father, that they may minister unto me 

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/isa/40.31?lang=eng#30
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in the priest’s office: for their anointing shall surely be an everlasting priesthood 

throughout their generations. (Exodus 40:12–15.) 

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and 

the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. (1 Samuel 16:13.) 

“I will clothe thee” 

Unto Adam, and also unto his wife, did I, the Lord God, make coats of skins, and 

clothed them. (Moses 4:27.) 

When the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a 

wedding garment: and he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not 

having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Matthew 22:11–12.) 

Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; 

and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 

naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; 

and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy 

nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 

(Revelation 3:17–18.) 

Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. And [the 

angel] answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the 

filthy garments from him. And unto [Joshua] he said, Behold, I have caused thine 

iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. . . . So they 

set a fair mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the 

Lord stood by . . . saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts: if thou wilt walk in my ways, 

and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt also 

keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by. 

(Zechariah 3: 3–7) 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath 

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride 

adorneth herself with her jewels. (Isaiah 61:10.) 

Lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon 

your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. And ye shall teach them 

your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 

walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt 

write them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates. (Deuteronomy 

11:17–20.) 
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Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the 

borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the 

fringe of the borders a ribband of blue . . . that ye may look upon it, and remember 

all the commandments of the Lord, and do them; and that ye seek not after your own 

heart and your own eyes . . . that ye may remember, and do all my commandments, 

and be holy unto your God. I am the Lord your God, which brought you out of the 

land of Egypt. (Numbers 15:37–41.) 

I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. (Galatians 6:17) 

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of 

Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are always delivered 

unto death for Jesus’s sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our 

mortal flesh. (2 Corinthians 4:10–11.) 

Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the 

breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel 

of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench 

all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God: praying always with all prayer and supplication 

in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all 

saints. (Ephesians 6: 14–18) 

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 

you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of 

God is holy, which temple ye are. (1 Corinthians 3: 16–17.) 

Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and 

they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. (Revelation 3:4.) 

“Thou shalt be called by a new name” 

Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; 

for a father of many nations have I made thee. (Genesis 17: 5.) 

The Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be 

called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name. (Isaiah 62: 2.) 

Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no 

more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of 

my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: 

and I will write upon him my new name. (Revelation 3:12.) 
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He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that 

overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, 

and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that 

receiveth it. (Revelation 2:17.) 

A white stone is given to each of those who come into the celestial kingdom, 

whereon is a new name written, which no man knoweth save he that receiveth it. 

The new name is the key word. (D&C 130:11.) 

“Let Thine Ear Now Be Attentive” 

The Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 

2:20.) 

Hold thy peace at the presence of the Lord God: for the day of the Lord is at hand: for 

the Lord hath prepared a sacrifice, he hath bid his guests. (Zephaniah 1:7.) 

I will fill this house with glory. . . . In this place will I give peace. Haggai 2: 7, 9.) 

Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open. (Nehemiah 1:6.) 

My friends and my brethren, my kindred and my people, I would again call your 

attention, that ye may hear and understand. (Mosiah 4:4.) 

I now give unto you a commandment to beware concerning yourselves, to give 

diligent heed to the words of eternal life. (D&C 84:43.) 

To the man or woman who goes through the temple, with open eyes, heeding the 

symbols and the covenants, and making a steady, continuous effort to understand 

the full meaning, God speaks His word, and revelations come. (John A. Widtsoe, 

“Temple Worship,” Utah Genealogical and Historical Magazine, April 1921, 62.) 

Let me give you a definition in brief. Your endowment is, to receive all those 

ordinances in the house of the Lord, which are necessary for you, after you have 

departed this life, to enable you to walk back to the presence of the Father, passing 

the angels who stand as sentinels, being enabled to give them the key words, the 

signs and tokens, pertaining to the holy Priesthood, and gain your eternal exaltation 

in spite of earth and hell. (Brigham Young, Discourses of Brigham Young, 416.) 

[The endowment teaches] the principles and order of the Priesthood, attending to 

washings, anointings, endowments and communication of keys pertaining to the 

Aaronic Priesthood, and so on to the highest order of the Melchizedek Priesthood, 

setting forth the order pertaining to the Ancient of Days, and all those plans and 
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principles by which any one is enabled to secure the fullness of those blessings 

which have been prepared for the Church. (Joseph Smith, History of the Church 5:2.) 

If ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 

treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine. And ye shall be unto me 

a kingdom of priests and an holy nation. (Exodus 19:5–6.) 

To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 

overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne. (Revelation 3:21.) 

Show the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods. 

(Isaiah 41:23) 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked. (Galatians 6:7.) 

I, the Lord, am merciful and gracious unto those who fear me, and delight to honor 

those who serve me in righteousness and in truth unto the end. Great shall be their 

reward and eternal shall be their glory. And to them will I reveal all mysteries, yea, 

all the hidden mysteries of my kingdom from days of old, and for ages to come, will I 

make known unto them the good pleasure of my will concerning all things 

pertaining to my kingdom. Yea, even the wonders of eternity shall they know, and 

things to come will I show them, even the things of many generations. And their 

wisdom shall be great, and their understanding reach to heaven; and before them 

the wisdom of the wise shall perish, and the understanding of the prudent shall 

come to naught. For by my Spirit will I enlighten them, and by my power will I make 

known unto them the secrets of my will—yea, even those things which eye has not 

seen, nor ear heard, nor yet entered into the heart of man. (D&C 76:5–10.) 

The Creation 

“In the beginning” 

The first principles of man are self-existent with God. God himself, finding he was in 

the midst of spirits and glory, because he was more intelligent, saw proper to 

institute laws whereby the rest could have a privilege to advance like himself. The 

relationship we have with God places us in a situation to advance in knowledge. He 

has power to institute laws to instruct the weaker intelligences, that they may be 

exalted with himself, so that they might have one glory upon another, and all that 

knowledge, power, glory, and intelligence, which is requisite in order to save them 

in the world of spirits. (Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 6:312.) 



11 
 

Now the Lord had shown unto me, Abraham, the intelligences that were organized 

before the world was; and among all these there were many of the noble and great 

ones; and God saw these souls that they were good, and he stood in the midst of 

them, and he said: These I will make my rulers; for he stood among those that were 

spirits, and he saw that they were good; and he said unto me: Abraham, thou art one 

of them; thou wast chosen before thou wast born. And there stood one among them 

that was like unto God, and he said unto those who were with him: We will go down, 

for there is space there, and we will take of these materials, and we will make an 

earth whereon these may dwell; and we will prove them herewith, to see if they will 

do all things whatsoever the Lord their God shall command them; and they who 

keep their first estate shall be added upon; and they who keep not their first estate 

shall not have glory in the same kingdom with those who keep their first estate; and 

they who keep their second estate shall have glory added upon their heads for ever 

and ever. And the Lord said: Whom shall I send? And one answered like unto the 

Son of Man: Here am I, send me. And another answered and said: Here am I, send 

me. And the Lord said: I will send the first. And the second was angry, and kept not 

his first estate; and, at that day, many followed after him. And then the Lord said: Let 

us go down. And they went down at the beginning, and they, that is the Gods, 

organized and formed the heavens and the earth. (Abraham 3:22–28; 4:1.) 

If men would acquire salvation, they have got to be subject, before they leave this 

world, to certain rules and principles, which were fixed by an unalterable decree 

before the world was. . . . The organization of the spiritual and heavenly worlds, and 

of spiritual and heavenly beings, was agreeable to the most perfect order and 

harmony: their limits and bounds were fixed irrevocably, and voluntarily subscribed 

to in their heavenly estate by themselves, and were by our first parents subscribed 

to upon the earth. Hence the importance of embracing and subscribing to principles 

of eternal truth by all men upon the earth that expect eternal life. (Joseph Smith, 

History of the Church, 6:50–51.) 

Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast 

understanding. Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath 

stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who 

laid the corner stone thereof; when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons 

of God shouted for joy? (Job 38:4–7) 

And now, after the many testimonies which have been given of him, this is the 

testimony, last of all, which we give of him: That he lives! For we saw him, even on 

the right hand of God; and we heard the voice bearing record that he is the Only 

Begotten of the Father—that by him, and through him, and of him, the worlds are 

and were created, and the inhabitants thereof are begotten sons and daughters unto 

God. (D&C 76:22–24.) 
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Creation of the earth 

[The Savior said] unto those who were with him: We will go down, for there is space 

there. (Abraham 3:24.) 

I am the Beginning and the End, the Almighty God; by mine Only Begotten I created 

these things; yea, in the beginning I created the heaven, and the earth upon which 

thou standest. And the earth was without form, and void; and I caused darkness to 

come up upon the face of the deep; and my Spirit moved upon the face of the water; 

for I am God. 

And I, God, said: Let there be light; and there was light. And I, God, saw the light; and 

that light was good. And I, God, divided the light from the darkness. And I, God, 

called the light Day; and the darkness, I called Night; and this I did by the word of 

my power, and it was done as I spake; and the evening and the morning were the 

first day. 

And again, I, God, said: Let there be a firmament in the midst of the water, and it was 

so, even as I spake; and I said: Let it divide the waters from the waters; and it was 

done; And I, God, made the firmament and divided the waters, yea, the great waters 

under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament, and it was 

so even as I spake. And I, God, called the firmament Heaven; and the evening and the 

morning were the second day. 

And I, God, said: Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one 

place, and it was so; and I, God, said: Let there be dry land; and it was so. And I, God, 

called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters, called I the Sea; 

and I, God, saw that all things which I had made were good. 

And I, God, said: Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, the fruit tree 

yielding fruit, after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed should be in 

itself upon the earth, and it was so even as I spake. And the earth brought forth 

grass, every herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed 

should be in itself, after his kind; and I, God, saw that all things which I had made 

were good; And the evening and the morning were the third day. 

And I, God, said: Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven, to divide the day 

from the night, and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and for 

years; and let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon 

the earth; and it was so. And I, God, made two great lights; the greater light to rule 

the day, and the lesser light to rule the night, and the greater light was the sun, and 

the lesser light was the moon; and the stars also were made even according to my 

word. And I, God, set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the 
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earth, and the sun to rule over the day, and the moon to rule over the night, and to 

divide the light from the darkness; and I, God, saw that all things which I had made 

were good; and the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 

And I, God, said: Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that 

hath life, and fowl which may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. 

And I, God, created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the 

waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his 

kind; and I, God, saw that all things which I had created were good. And I, God, 

blessed them, saying: Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the sea; and let 

fowl multiply in the earth; and the evening and the morning were the fifth day. 

And I, God, said: Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, 

and creeping things, and beasts of the earth after their kind, and it was so; and I, 

God, made the beasts of the earth after their kind, and cattle after their kind, and 

everything which creepeth upon the earth after his kind; and I, God, saw that all 

these things were good. (Moses 2:1–25.) 

Creation of Adam and Eve 

And I, God, said unto mine Only Begotten, which was with me from the beginning: 

Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and it was so. And I, God, said: Let 

them have dominion over the fishes of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 

the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon 

the earth. And I, God, created man in mine own image, in the image of mine Only 

Begotten created I him; male and female created I them. And I, God, blessed them, 

and said unto them: Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it, 

and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 

every living thing that moveth upon the earth. And I, God, said unto man: Behold, I 

have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and 

every tree in the which shall be the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for 

meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to everything 

that creepeth upon the earth, wherein I grant life, there shall be given every clean 

herb for meat; and it was so, even as I spake. And I, God, saw everything that I had 

made, and, behold, all things which I had made were very good; and the evening and 

the morning were the sixth day. (Moses 2:26–31.) 

This is the genealogy of the sons of Adam, who was the son of God, with whom God, 

himself, conversed. (Moses 6:22.) 

. . . which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of 

Adam, which was the son of God. (Luke 3:38.) 
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God has made His children like Himself to stand erect, and has endowed them with 

intelligence and power and dominion over all His works, and given them the same 

attributes which He Himself possesses. He created man, as we create our children; 

for there is no other process of creation in heaven, on the earth, in the earth, or 

under the earth, or in all the eternities, that is, that were, or that ever will be. . . . 

There exist fixed laws and regulations by which the elements are fashioned . . . and 

this process of creation is from everlasting to everlasting.” (Brigham Young, Journal 

of Discourses 11:122.) 

[Because of apostasy,] man was no longer counted worthy to retain the knowledge 

of his heavenly origin. . . . At length a Moses came, who knew his God, and would fain 

have led mankind to know Him too, and see Him face to face. But they could not 

receive His heavenly laws or abide His presence. Thus the holy man was forced 

again to veil the past in mystery, and in the beginning of his history assign to man an 

earthly origin. Man, moulded from the earth, as a brick! Woman, manufactured from 

a rib! Thus, parents still would fain conceal from budding manhood the mysteries of 

procreation, or the sources of life’s ever-flowing river, by relating some childish tale 

of new-born life. (Parley P. Pratt, Key to the Science of Theology, 55—56.) 

Thus the heaven and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the 

seventh day I, God, ended my work, and all things which I had made; and I rested on 

the seventh day from all my work, and all things which I had made were finished, 

and I, God, saw that they were good; and I, God, blessed the seventh day, and 

sanctified it; because that in it I had rested from all my work which I, God, had 

created and made. And now, behold, I say unto you, that these are the generations of 

the heaven and of the earth, when they were created, in the day that I, the Lord God, 

made the heaven and the earth, and every plant of the field before it was in the 

earth, and every herb of the field before it grew. For I, the Lord God, created all 

things, of which I have spoken, spiritually, before they were naturally upon the face 

of the earth. For I, the Lord God, had not caused it to rain upon the face of the earth. 

And I, the Lord God, had created all the children of men; and not yet a man to till the 

ground; for in heaven created I them; and there was not yet flesh upon the earth, 

neither in the water, neither in the air; but I, the Lord God, spake, and there went up 

a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground. And I, the Lord 

God, formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 

breath of life; and man became a living soul, the first flesh upon the earth, the first 

man also; nevertheless, all things were before created; but spiritually were they 

created and made according to my word. (Moses 3:1–7.) 

And I, the Lord God, said unto mine Only Begotten, that it was not good that the man 

should be alone; wherefore, I will make an help meet for him. (Moses 3:17.) 
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And I, the Lord God, caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam; and he slept, and I took 

one of his ribs and closed up the flesh in the stead thereof; and the rib which I, the 

Lord God, had taken from man, made I a woman, and brought her unto the man. And 

Adam said: This I know now is bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 

called Woman, because she was taken out of man. Therefore shall a man leave his 

father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and they shall be one flesh. 

And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed. (Moses 

3:21–25.) 

And Adam called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living; for 

thus have I, the Lord God, called the first of all women, which are many. (Moses 

4:26.) 

“Eastward in Eden” 

Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. (Moses 2:28.) 

I, the Lord God, planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there I put the man whom I 

had formed. And out of the ground made I, the Lord God, to grow every tree, 

naturally, that is pleasant to the sight of man; and man could behold it. And it 

became also a living soul. For it was spiritual in the day that I created it; for it 

remaineth in the sphere in which I, God, created it, yea, even all things which I 

prepared for the use of man; and man saw that it was good for food. And I, the Lord 

God, planted the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and also the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil. (Moses 3:8–9.) 

I, the Lord God, took the man, and put him into the Garden of Eden, to dress it, and 

to keep it. And I, the Lord God, commanded the man, saying: Of every tree of the 

garden thou mayest freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 

thou shalt not eat of it, nevertheless, thou mayest choose for thyself, for it is given 

unto thee; but, remember that I forbid it, for in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt 

surely die. (Moses 3:15–16.) 

The Fall 

Behold, the devil was before Adam, for he rebelled against me, saying, Give me thine 

honor, which is my power; and also a third part of the hosts of heaven turned he 

away from me because of their agency; and they were thrust down, and thus came 

the devil and his angels. (D&C 29:36–37.) 
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And this we saw also, and bear record, that an angel of God who was in authority in 

the presence of God, who rebelled against the Only Begotten Son whom the Father 

loved and who was in the bosom of the Father, was thrust down from the presence 

of God and the Son, and was called Perdition, for the heavens wept over him—he 

was Lucifer, a son of the morning. (D&C 76:25–26.) 

The serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which I, the Lord God, had 

made. And Satan put it into the heart of the serpent, (for he had drawn away many 

after him,) and he sought also to beguile Eve, for he knew not the mind of God, 

wherefore he sought to destroy the world. And he said unto the woman: Yea, hath 

God said—Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? (And he spake by the mouth 

of the serpent.) 

And the woman said unto the serpent: We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 

garden; but of the fruit of the tree which thou beholdest in the midst of the garden, 

God hath said—Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

And the serpent said unto the woman: Ye shall not surely die; for God doth know 

that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as 

gods, knowing good and evil. 

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it became 

pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make her wise, she took of the fruit 

thereof, and did eat, and also gave unto her husband with her, and he did eat. 

And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they had been naked. 

And they sewed fig-leaves together and made themselves aprons. 

And they heard the voice of the Lord God, as they were walking in the garden, in the 

cool of the day; and Adam and his wife went to hide themselves from the presence of 

the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And I, the Lord God, called unto 

Adam, and said unto him: Where goest thou? 

And he said: I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I beheld that I 

was naked, and I hid myself. 

And I, the Lord God, said unto Adam: Who told thee thou wast naked? Hast thou 

eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldst not eat, if so thou 

shouldst surely die? 

And the man said: The woman thou gavest me, and commandest that she should 

remain with me, she gave me of the fruit of the tree and I did eat. 
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And I, the Lord God, said unto the woman: What is this thing which thou hast done? 

And the woman said: The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

And I, the Lord God, said unto the serpent: Because thou hast done this thou shalt be 

cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou 

go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life; and I will put enmity between thee 

and the woman, between thy seed and her seed; and he shall bruise thy head, and 

thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Unto the woman, I, the Lord God, said: I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 

conception. In sorrow thou shalt bring forth children, and thy desire shall be to thy 

husband, and he shall rule over thee. 

And unto Adam, I, the Lord God, said: Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of 

thy wife, and hast eaten of the fruit of the tree of which I commanded thee, saying—

Thou shalt not eat of it, cursed shall be the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou 

eat of it all the days of thy life. Thorns also, and thistles shall it bring forth to thee, 

and thou shalt eat the herb of the field. By the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 

until thou shalt return unto the ground—for thou shalt surely die—for out of it wast 

thou taken: for dust thou wast, and unto dust shalt thou return. . . . 

Unto Adam, and also unto his wife, did I, the Lord God, make coats of skins, and 

clothed them. 

And I, the Lord God, said unto mine Only Begotten: Behold, the man is become as 

one of us to know good and evil; and now lest he put forth his hand and partake also 

of the tree of life, and eat and live forever, therefore I, the Lord God, will send him 

forth from the Garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken; for as I, 

the Lord God, liveth, even so my words cannot return void, for as they go forth out of 

my mouth they must be fulfilled. 

So I drove out the man, and I placed at the east of the Garden of Eden, cherubim and 

a flaming sword, which turned every way to keep the way of the tree of life. (Moses 

4:5–31.) 

When he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met 

him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no 

man might pass by that way. And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do 

with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the 

time? And there was a good way off from them an herd of many swine feeding. So 

the devils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, suffer us to go away into the 

herd of swine. And he said unto them, Go. And when they were come out, they went 
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into the herd of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a 

steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters. (Matthew 8:28–32.) 

Consequences of the Fall 

It must needs be, that there is an opposition in all things. If not so, my firstborn in 

the wilderness, righteousness could not be brought to pass, neither wickedness, 

neither holiness nor misery, neither good nor bad. Wherefore, all things must needs 

be a compound in one; wherefore, if it should be one body it must needs remain as 

dead, having no life neither death, nor corruption nor incorruption, happiness nor 

misery, neither sense nor insensibility. Wherefore, it must needs have been created 

for a thing of naught; wherefore there would have been no purpose in the end of its 

creation. Wherefore, this thing must needs destroy the wisdom of God and his 

eternal purposes, and also the power, and the mercy, and the justice of God. And if 

ye shall say there is no law, ye shall also say there is no sin. If ye shall say there is no 

sin, ye shall also say there is no righteousness. And if there be no righteousness 

there be no happiness. And if there be no righteousness nor happiness there be no 

punishment nor misery. And if these things are not there is no God. And if there is no 

God we are not, neither the earth; for there could have been no creation of things, 

neither to act nor to be acted upon; wherefore, all things must have vanished away. 

And now, my sons, I speak unto you these things for your profit and learning; for 

there is a God, and he hath created all things, both the heavens and the earth, and all 

things that in them are, both things to act and things to be acted upon. And to bring 

about his eternal purposes in the end of man, after he had created our first parents, 

and the beasts of the field and the fowls of the air, and in fine, all things which are 

created, it must needs be that there was an opposition; even the forbidden fruit in 

opposition to the tree of life; the one being sweet and the other bitter. Wherefore, 

the Lord God gave unto man that he should act for himself. Wherefore, man could 

not act for himself save it should be that he was enticed by the one or the other. 

And I, Lehi, according to the things which I have read, must needs suppose that an 

angel of God, according to that which is written, had fallen from heaven; wherefore, 

he became a devil, having sought that which was evil before God. And because he 

had fallen from heaven, and had become miserable forever, he sought also the 

misery of all mankind. Wherefore, he said unto Eve, yea, even that old serpent, who 

is the devil, who is the father of all lies, wherefore he said: Partake of the forbidden 

fruit, and ye shall not die, but ye shall be as God, knowing good and evil. And after 

Adam and Eve had partaken of the forbidden fruit they were driven out of the 

garden of Eden, to till the earth. And they have brought forth children; yea, even the 

family of all the earth. 
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And the days of the children of men were prolonged, according to the will of God, 

that they might repent while in the flesh; wherefore, their state became a state of 

probation, and their time was lengthened, according to the commandments which 

the Lord God gave unto the children of men. For he gave commandment that all men 

must repent; for he showed unto all men that they were lost, because of the 

transgression of their parents. 

And now, behold, if Adam had not transgressed he would not have fallen, but he 

would have remained in the garden of Eden. And all things which were created must 

have remained in the same state in which they were after they were created; and 

they must have remained forever, and had no end. And they would have had no 

children; wherefore they would have remained in a state of innocence, having no 

joy, for they knew no misery; doing no good, for they knew no sin. But behold, all 

things have been done in the wisdom of him who knoweth all things. Adam fell that 

men might be; and men are, that they might have joy. 

And the Messiah cometh in the fulness of time, that he may redeem the children of 

men from the fall. And because that they are redeemed from the fall they have 

become free forever, knowing good from evil; to act for themselves and not to be 

acted upon, save it be by the punishment of the law at the great and last day, 

according to the commandments which God hath given. Wherefore, men are free 

according to the flesh; and all things are given them which are expedient unto man. 

And they are free to choose liberty and eternal life, through the great Mediator of all 

men, or to choose captivity and death, according to the captivity and power of the 

devil; for he seeketh that all men might be miserable like unto himself. (2 Nephi 

2:11–27.) 

What does the scripture mean, which saith that God placed cherubim and a flaming 

sword on the east of the garden of Eden, lest our first parents should enter and 

partake of the fruit of the tree of life, and live forever? And thus we see that there 

was no possible chance that they should live forever. Now Alma said unto him: This 

is the thing which I was about to explain. Now we see that Adam did fall by the 

partaking of the forbidden fruit, according to the word of God; and thus we see, that 

by his fall, all mankind became a lost and fallen people. And now behold, I say unto 

you that if it had been possible for Adam to have partaken of the fruit of the tree of 

life at that time, there would have been no death, and the word would have been 

void, making God a liar, for he said: If thou eat thou shalt surely die. And we see that 

death comes upon mankind, yea, the death which has been spoken of by Amulek, 

which is the temporal death; nevertheless there was a space granted unto man in 

which he might repent; therefore this life became a probationary state; a time to 

prepare to meet God; a time to prepare for that endless state which has been spoken 

of by us, which is after the resurrection of the dead. Now, if it had not been for the 
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plan of redemption, which was laid from the foundation of the world, there could 

have been no resurrection of the dead; but there was a plan of redemption laid, 

which shall bring to pass the resurrection of the dead, of which has been spoken. 

And now behold, if it were possible that our first parents could have gone forth and 

partaken of the tree of life they would have been forever miserable, having no 

preparatory state; and thus the plan of redemption would have been frustrated, and 

the word of God would have been void, taking none effect. But behold, it was not so; 

but it was appointed unto men that they must die; and after death, they must come 

to judgment, even that same judgment of which we have spoken, which is the end. 

(Alma 12:21–28.) 

And in that day the Holy Ghost fell upon Adam, which beareth record of the Father 

and the Son, saying: I am the Only Begotten of the Father from the beginning, 

henceforth and forever, that as thou hast fallen thou mayest be redeemed, and all 

mankind, even as many as will. And in that day Adam blessed God and was filled, 

and began to prophesy concerning all the families of the earth, saying: Blessed be 

the name of God, for because of my transgression my eyes are opened, and in this 

life I shall have joy, and again in the flesh I shall see God. And Eve, his wife, heard all 

these things and was glad, saying: Were it not for our transgression we never should 

have had seed, and never should have known good and evil, and the joy of our 

redemption, and the eternal life which God giveth unto all the obedient. (Moses 5:9–

11.) 

Obedience 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end. Give me 

understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 

(Psalms 119:33–34.) 

In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of 

Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai. For they were departed 

from Rephidim, and were come to the desert of Sinai, and had pitched in the 

wilderness; and there Israel camped before the mount. 

And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of the mountain, 

saying, Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; Ye 

have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles’ wings, and 

brought you unto myself. Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep 

my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all 

the earth is mine: and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. 

These are the words which thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. 
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And Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before their faces 

all these words which the Lord commanded him. And all the people answered 

together, and said, All that the Lord hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the 

words of the people unto the Lord.  (Exodus 19:1-8.) 

The king went up into the house of the Lord, and all the men of Judah and all the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the 

people, both small and great: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of 

the covenant which was found in the house of the Lord. And the king stood by a 

pillar, and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his 

commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all their heart and all their 

soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all 

the people stood to the covenant. (2 Kings 23:2–3.) 

If this be the desire of your hearts, what have you against being baptized in the 

name of the Lord, as a witness before him that ye have entered into a covenant with 

him, that ye will serve him and keep his commandments, that he may pour out his 

Spirit more abundantly upon you? (Mosiah 18: 10.) 

And now since the coming of Ammon, king Limhi had also entered into a covenant 

with God, and also many of his people, to serve him and keep his commandments. 

(Mosiah 21:32.) 

Keep all the commandments and covenants by which ye are bound; and I will cause 

the heavens to shake for your good, and Satan shall tremble and Zion shall rejoice 

upon the hills and flourish. (D&C 35:24.) 

Let all the people of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and those who 

journey with them, be organized into companies, with a covenant and promise to 

keep all the commandments and statutes of the Lord our God. (D&C 136:2.) 

This shall be our covenant—that we will walk in all the ordinances of the Lord. (D&C 

136:4.) 

There is a law, irrevocably decreed in heaven before the foundations of this world, 

upon which all blessings are predicated—and when we obtain any blessing from 

God, it is by obedience to that law upon which it is predicated. (D&C 130:20–21.) 

Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the 

husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is 

the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the 

wives be to their own husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, even as 

Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it. (Ephesians 5: 22–25.) 
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Sacrifice 

Adam and Eve, his wife, called upon the name of the Lord, and they heard the voice 

of the Lord from the way toward the Garden of Eden, speaking unto them, and they 

saw him not; for they were shut out from his presence. And he gave unto them 

commandments, that they should worship the Lord their God, and should offer the 

firstlings of their flocks, for an offering unto the Lord. And Adam was obedient unto 

the commandments of the Lord. And after many days an angel of the Lord appeared 

unto Adam, saying: Why dost thou offer sacrifices unto the Lord? And Adam said 

unto him: I know not, save the Lord commanded me. And then the angel spake, 

saying: This thing is a similitude of the sacrifice of the Only Begotten of the Father, 

which is full of grace and truth. Wherefore, thou shalt do all that thou doest in the 

name of the Son, and thou shalt repent and call upon God in the name of the Son 

forevermore. (Moses 5:4–8.) 

As for the oblation of the firstfruits, ye shall offer them unto the Lord. (Leviticus 

2:12.) 

The firstling of a cow, or the firstling of a sheep, or the firstling of a goat, . . . they are 

holy: thou shalt sprinkle their blood upon the altar, and shalt burn their fat for an 

offering made by fire, for a sweet savour unto the Lord. (Numbers 18:17.) 

Ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave 

offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and the firstlings 

of your herds and of your flocks. (Deuteronomy 12:6.) 

A religion that does not require the sacrifice of all things never has power sufficient 

to produce the faith necessary unto life and salvation. (Joseph Smith, Lectures on 

Faith, 6:5.) 

Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the 

seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in 

the hand of a mediator. (Galatians 3:19.) 

An outward observance without any real inward meaning is only a ceremony. But a 

rite which has a present spiritual meaning is a symbol; and if, besides, it also points 

to a future reality, conveying at the same time, by anticipation, the blessing that is 

yet to appear, it is a type. Thus the Old Testament sacrifices were not only symbols, 

nor yet merely predictions by fact (as prophecy is a prediction by word), but they 

already conveyed to the believing Israelite the blessing that was to flow from the 

future reality to which they pointed. (Alfred Edersheim, The Temple, Its Ministry and 

Services, 106.) 
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Before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should 

afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto 

Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are no 

longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 

Jesus. (Galatians 3:23–26.) 

If ye teach the law of Moses, also teach that it is a shadow of those things which are 

to come—teach them that redemption cometh through Christ the Lord. Amen. 

(Mosiah 16:14–15.) 

For this intent have we written these things, that they may know that we knew of 

Christ, and we had a hope of his glory many hundred years before his coming; and 

not only we ourselves had a hope of his glory, but also all the holy prophets which 

were before us. Behold, they believed in Christ and worshiped the Father in his 

name, and also we worship the Father in his name. And for this intent we keep the 

law of Moses, it pointing our souls to him; and for this cause it is sanctified unto us 

for righteousness, even as it was accounted unto Abraham in the wilderness to be 

obedient unto the commands of God in offering up his son Isaac, which is a 

similitude of God and his Only Begotten Son. (Jacob 4:4–5.) 

Behold, my soul delighteth in proving unto my people the truth of the coming of 

Christ; for, for this end hath the law of Moses been given; and all things which have 

been given of God from the beginning of the world, unto man, are the typifying of 

him. (2 Nephi 11:4.) 

Therefore, marvel not at these things, for ye are not yet pure; ye can not yet bear my 

glory; but ye shall behold it if ye are faithful in keeping all my words that I have 

given you, from the days of Adam to Abraham, from Abraham to Moses, from Moses 

to Jesus and his apostles, and from Jesus and his apostles to Joseph Smith, whom I 

did call upon by mine angels, my ministering servants, and by mine own voice out of 

the heavens, to bring forth my work. (D&C 136:37.) 

There can be nothing which is short of an infinite atonement which will suffice for 

the sins of the world. Therefore, it is expedient that there should be a great and last 

sacrifice, and then shall there be, or it is expedient there should be, a stop to the 

shedding of blood; then shall the law of Moses be fulfilled; yea, it shall be all fulfilled, 

every jot and tittle, and none shall have passed away. And behold, this is the whole 

meaning of the law, every whit pointing to that great and last sacrifice; and that 

great and last sacrifice will be the Son of God, yea, infinite and eternal. (Alma 34:12–

14.) 
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Aaronic Priesthood 

I, Jehovah your God, hold you by the right hand and say to you, Have no fear; I will 

help you. (Isaiah 62:8.) 

To them I will give a handclasp and a name within the walls of my house that is 

better than sons and daughters; I will endow them with an everlasting name that 

shall not be cut off. (Isaiah 56:5, in Avraham Gileadi, The Book of Isaiah: A New 

Translation with Interpretive Keys from the Book of Mormon, 232.) 

They who keep their first estate shall be added upon; and they who keep not their 

first estate shall not have glory in the same kingdom with those who keep their first 

estate; and they who keep their second estate shall have glory added upon their 

heads for ever and ever. (Abraham 3:26.) 

O God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee in the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ, to bless 

and sanctify this bread to the souls of all those who partake of it, that they may eat 

in remembrance of the body of thy Son, and witness unto thee, O God, the Eternal 

Father, that they are willing to take upon them the name of thy Son, and always 

remember him and keep his commandments which he has given them; that they 

may always have his Spirit to be with them. Amen. (D&C 20:77.) 

This Fallen World 

When Adam passed out of the Garden of Eden, then the earth became a telestial 

world, and it is of that order today. I do not mean a telestial glory such as will be 

found in telestial worlds after their resurrection, but a telestial condition which has 

been from the days of Adam until now and will continue until Christ comes. (Joseph 

Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:85.)  

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after 

receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 

By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in 

tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: For he 

looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. (Hebrews 

11: 8–10.) 

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar 

off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were 

strangers and pilgrims on the earth. (Hebrews 11:13.) 
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I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war 

against the soul. (1 Peter 2:11.) 

I, Jacob, began to be old; and the record of this people being kept on the other plates 

of Nephi, wherefore, I conclude this record, declaring that I have written according 

to the best of my knowledge, by saying that the time passed away with us, and also 

our lives passed away like as it were unto us a dream, we being a lonesome and a 

solemn people, wanderers, cast out from Jerusalem, born in tribulation, in a 

wilderness, and hated of our brethren, which caused wars and contentions; 

wherefore, we did mourn out our days. (Jacob 7:26.) 

Blessed is the name of my God, who has been mindful of this people, who are a 

branch of the tree of Israel, and has been lost from its body. . . . Yea, I say, blessed be 

the name of my God, who has been mindful of us, wanderers in a strange land. (Alma 

26:36.) 

[The people of Enoch] confessed they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

(D&C 45:13.) 

I am a stranger in the earth: hide not thy commandments from me. (Psalms 119:19.) 

Lay aside the things of this world, and seek for the things of a better. (D&C 25:10.) 

Prayer 

Adam and Eve, his wife, called upon the name of the Lord. (Moses 5:4.) 

Prepare thine heart, and stretch out thine hands toward him. (Job 11:13.) 

Thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas. . . . Then I said, I am cast 

out of thy sight; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. (Jonah 2:3–4.) 

Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, when I lift up my hands 

toward thy holy oracle. (Psalm 28:2.) 

O hear, O hear, O hear us, O Lord! (D&C 109:78.) 

Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth. (Psalm 54:2.) 

O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy servant, 

and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name. (Nehemiah 1:11.) 

In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried to my God: and he did hear my voice 

out of his temple, and my cry did enter into his ears. (2 Samuel 22:7.) 
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The god of this world 

The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not. (2 

Corinthians 4:3–4.) 

Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if 

his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall 

be according to their works. (2 Corinthians 11:14–15.) 

He shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and 

Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. (Zechariah 3:1.) 

Satan came among them, saying: I am also a son of God. (Moses 5:12.) 

Satan cried with a loud voice, and ranted upon the earth, and commanded, saying: I 

am the Only Begotten, worship me. (Moses 1:19.) 

The devil taketh [Jesus] up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all 

the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and saith unto him, All these 

things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. (Matthew 4:8–9.) 

After I had retired to the place where I had previously designed to go, having looked 

around me, and finding myself alone, I kneeled down and began to offer up the 

desires of my heart to God. I had scarcely done so, when immediately I was seized 

upon by some power which entirely overcame me, and had such an astonishing 

influence over me as to bind my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkness 

gathered around me, and it seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden 

destruction. (Joseph Smith—History 1:15.) 

We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 

places. (Ephesians 6:12.) 

“God . . . sent to them by his messengers” 

But, behold, I say unto you that I, the Lord God, gave unto Adam and unto his seed, 

that they should not die as to the temporal death, until I, the Lord God, should send 

forth angels to declare unto them repentance and redemption, through faith on the 

name of mine Only Begotten Son. (D&C 29:42.) 

After God had appointed that these things should come unto man, behold, then he 

saw that it was expedient that man should know concerning the things whereof he 

had appointed unto them; therefore he sent angels to converse with them, who 
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caused men to behold of his glory. And they began from that time forth to call on his 

name; therefore God conversed with men, and made known unto them the plan of 

redemption, which had been prepared from the foundation of the world; and this he 

made known unto them according to their faith and repentance and their holy 

works. (Alma 12:29–30.) 

And thus the Gospel began to be preached, from the beginning, being declared by 

holy angels sent forth from the presence of God, and by his own voice, and by the 

gift of the Holy Ghost. (Moses 5:58.) 

The Lord God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes 

[soon], and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling 

place. (2 Chronicles 36:15.) 

[The glad tidings] are made known unto us in plain terms, that we may understand, 

that we cannot err; and this because of our being wanderers in a strange land; 

therefore, we are thus highly favored, for we have these glad tidings declared unto 

us in all parts of our vineyard. (Alma 13:23.) 

The Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 

son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14.) 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16.) 

When the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the 

word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: who, when they were come down, 

prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: (for as yet he was fallen 

upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) Then 

laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost. And when Simon 

saw that through laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost was given, he 

offered them money, saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay 

hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish 

with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with 

money. (Acts 8:14–20.) 

Till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me. (Job 27:5.) 

They were . . . true at all times in whatsoever thing they were entrusted. (Alma 

53:20. 
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The Apostasy, day of Satan’s power 

In time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince 

of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience. 

(Ephesians 2:2.) 

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 

about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that 

the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. (1 

Peter 5:8–9.) 

I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 

sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, 

to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the 

space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. (Acts 

20:29–31.) 

I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 

same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 

together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it hath been declared unto 

me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are 

contentions among you. Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and 

I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for 

you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? (1 Corinthians 1:10–13.) 

[Enoch] beheld Satan . . . [who] had a great chain in his hand, and it veiled the whole 

face of the earth with darkness; and [Satan] looked up and laughed, and his angels 

rejoiced. (Moses 7:26.) 

All flesh is corrupted before me; and the powers of darkness prevail upon the earth, 

among the children of men, in the presence of all the hosts of heaven. (D&C 38:11.) 

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 

itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 

unto fables. (2 Timothy 4:2–4.) 

Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh 

unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far 

from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments 

of men. (Matthew 15:7–8.) 
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I saw among the nations of the Gentiles the formation of a great church. And the 

angel said unto me: Behold the formation of a church which is most abominable 

above all other churches, which slayeth the saints of God, yea, and tortureth them 

and bindeth them down, and yoketh them with a yoke of iron, and bringeth them 

down into captivity. And it came to pass that I beheld this great and abominable 

church; and I saw the devil that he was the founder of it. (1 Nephi 13:4–6.) 

It shall come to pass . . . that the churches which are built up, and not unto the Lord, 

when the one shall say unto the other: Behold, I, I am the Lord’s; and the others shall 

say: I, I am the Lord’s; and thus shall every one say that hath built up churches, and 

not unto the Lord. And they shall contend one with another; and their priests shall 

contend one with another, and they shall teach with their learning, and deny the 

Holy Ghost, which giveth utterance. And they deny the power of God, the Holy One 

of Israel; and they say unto the people: Hearken unto us, and hear ye our precept; . . . 

Because of false teachers, and false doctrine, their churches have become corrupted. 

(2 Nephi 28:3–5, 12.) 

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. But he that 

is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf 

coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and 

scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for 

the sheep. (John 10:11–13.) 

There was in the place where we lived an unusual excitement on the subject of 

religion. It commenced with the Methodists, but soon became general among all the 

sects in that region of country. Indeed, the whole district of country seemed affected 

by it, and great multitudes united themselves to the different religious parties, 

which created no small stir and division amongst the people, some crying, “Lo, 

here!” and others, “Lo, there!” Some were contending for the Methodist faith, some 

for the Presbyterian, and some for the Baptist. 

For, notwithstanding the great love which the converts to these different faiths 

expressed at the time of their conversion, and the great zeal manifested by the 

respective clergy, who were active in getting up and promoting this extraordinary 

scene of religious feeling, in order to have everybody converted, as they were 

pleased to call it, let them join what sect they pleased; yet when the converts began 

to file off, some to one party and some to another, it was seen that the seemingly 

good feelings of both the priests and the converts were more pretended than real; 

for a scene of great confusion and bad feeling ensued—priest contending against 

priest, and convert against convert; so that all their good feelings one for another, if 

they ever had any, were entirely lost in a strife of words and a contest about 

opinions. . . . 
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I happened to be in company with one of the Methodist preachers, who was very 

active in the before mentioned religious excitement; and, conversing with him on 

the subject of religion, I took occasion to give him an account of the vision which I 

had had. I was greatly surprised at his behavior; he treated my communication not 

only lightly, but with great contempt, saying it was all of the devil, that there were 

no such things as visions or revelations in these days; that all such things had ceased 

with the apostles, and that there would never be any more of them. (Joseph Smith—

History 1:5–6, 21.) 

“Behold, I will send my messenger”: The Restoration 

In that day, before the Son of man shall come, he shall send forth his angels and 

messengers of heaven. (JST Matthew 13:42.) 

The messenger who visited us on this occasion and conferred this Priesthood upon 

us, said that his name was John, the same that is called John the Baptist in the New 

Testament, and that he acted under the direction of Peter, James and John, who held 

the keys of the Priesthood of Melchizedek, which Priesthood, he said, would in due 

time be conferred on us, and that I should be called the first Elder of the Church, and 

he (Oliver Cowdery) the second. It was on the fifteenth day of May, 1829, that we 

were ordained under the hand of this messenger, and baptized. (Joseph Smith—

History 1:72.) 

The harvest is the end of the world, or the destruction of the wicked. The reapers 

are the angels, or the messengers sent of heaven. As, therefore, the tares are 

gathered and burned in the fire, so shall it be in the end of this world, or the 

destruction of the wicked. For in that day, before the Son of man shall come, he shall 

send forth his angels and messengers of heaven. (JST Matthew 13:39–42.) 

O inhabitants of the earth, I have sent forth mine angel flying through the midst of 

heaven, having the everlasting gospel, who hath appeared unto some and hath 

committed it unto man, who shall appear unto many that dwell on the earth. And 

this gospel shall be preached unto every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 

people. (D&C 133:36–37.) 

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the 

Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 

covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. 

(Malachi 3:1.) 



31 
 

“Depart hence, Satan” 

Moses said: I will not cease to call upon God, I have other things to inquire of him: 

for his glory has been upon me, wherefore I can judge between him and thee. Depart 

hence, Satan. And now, when Moses had said these words, Satan cried with a loud 

voice, and ranted upon the earth, and commanded, saying: I am the Only Begotten, 

worship me. And it came to pass that Moses began to fear exceedingly; and as he 

began to fear, he saw the bitterness of hell. Nevertheless, calling upon God, he 

received strength, and he commanded, saying: Depart from me, Satan, for this one 

God only will I worship, which is the God of glory. And now Satan began to tremble, 

and the earth shook; and Moses received strength, and called upon God, saying: In 

the name of the Only Begotten, depart hence, Satan. And it came to pass that Satan 

cried with a loud voice, with weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth; and he 

departed hence, even from the presence of Moses, that he beheld him not. (Moses 

1:18–22.) 

But, exerting all my powers to call upon God to deliver me out of the power of this 

enemy which had seized upon me, and at the very moment when I was ready to sink 

into despair and abandon myself to destruction—not to an imaginary ruin, but to 

the power of some actual being from the unseen world, who had such marvelous 

power as I had never before felt in any being—just at this moment of great alarm, I 

saw a pillar of light exactly over my head, above the brightness of the sun, which 

descended gradually until it fell upon me. (Joseph Smith—History 1:15–16.) 

Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 

worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, 

and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him. (Matthew 4:10–11.) 

Inasmuch as some of my servants have not kept the commandment, but have broken 

the covenant through covetousness, and with feigned words, I have cursed them 

with a very sore and grievous curse. (D&C 104:4.) 

All this iniquity had come upon the people because they did yield themselves unto 

the power of Satan. (3 Nephi 7:5.) 

Submit yourselves . . . to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh 

to God, and he will draw nigh to you. (James 4:7–8.) 

“Prove all things” 

When a messenger comes saying he has a message from God, offer him your hand 

and request him to shake hands with you. If he be an angel he will do so, and you 
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will feel his hand. If he be the spirit of a just man made perfect he will come in his 

glory; for that is the only way he can appear—ask him to shake hands with you, but 

he will not move, because it is contrary to the order of heaven for a just man to 

deceive; but he will still deliver his message. If it be the devil as an angel of light, 

when you ask him to shake hands he will offer you his hand, and you will not feel 

anything; you may therefore detect him. These are three grand keys whereby you 

may know whether any administration is from God. (D&C 129:4–9.) 

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. (1 Thessalonians 5:21.) 

To whom also [Jesus] shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible 

proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the 

kingdom of God. (Acts 1:3) 

And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then 

came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto 

you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and 

reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 

And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. Jesus saith unto 

him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that 

have not seen, and yet have believed. And many other signs truly did Jesus in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: but these are written, 

that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 

might have life through his name. (John 20:26–31.) 

The Lord commanded “that it shall not be given to any one to go forth to preach my 

gospel, or to build up my church, except he be ordained by some one who has 

authority, and it is known to the church that he has authority and has been [duly] 

ordained by the heads of the church.” (D&C 42:11.) In this way members of the 

Church in every organization all over the world know who the true messengers are. 

(Boyd K. Packer, “The Touch of the Master’s Hand,” Ensign, May 2001.) 

I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. (John 10:14.) 

Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy 

mouth is truth. (1 Kings 17:24.) 

And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord God of the 

holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the things which must shortly 

be done. (Revelation 22:6.) 

Ye are not yet pure; ye can not yet bear my glory; but ye shall behold it if ye are 

faithful in keeping all my words that I have given you, from the days of Adam to 

Abraham, from Abraham to Moses, from Moses to Jesus and his apostles, and from 
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Jesus and his apostles to Joseph Smith, whom I did call upon by mine angels, my 

ministering servants, and by mine own voice out of the heavens, to bring forth my 

work. (D&C 136:37.) 

As I said unto mine apostles, even so I say unto you, for you are mine apostles, even 

God’s high priests; ye are they whom my Father hath given me; ye are my friends. 

(D&C 84:63.) 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and 

he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. (John 13:20.) 

He that receiveth my servants receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth my 

Father; and he that receiveth my Father receiveth my Father’s kingdom; therefore 

all that my Father hath shall be given unto him. And this is according to the oath and 

covenant which belongeth to the priesthood. (D&C 84:36–39.) 

The gospel 

Behold I have given unto you my gospel, and this is the gospel which I have given 

unto you—that I came into the world to do the will of my Father, because my Father 

sent me. (3 Nephi 27:13.) 

And this is my gospel—repentance and baptism by water, and then cometh the 

baptism of fire and the Holy Ghost, even the Comforter, which showeth all things, 

and teacheth the peaceable things of the kingdom. (D&C 39:6.) 

We believe that the first principles and ordinances of the gospel are: first, faith in 

the Lord Jesus Christ; second, repentance; third, baptism by immersion for the 

remission of sins; fourth, laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost. Articles of 

(Faith 1:4.) 

Repent and be baptized, every one of you, for a remission of your sins; yea, be 

baptized even by water, and then cometh the baptism of fire and of the Holy Ghost. 

Behold, verily, verily, I say unto you, this is my gospel; and remember that they shall 

have faith in me or they can in nowise be saved; and upon this rock I will build my 

church; yea, upon this rock ye are built, and if ye continue, the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against you. And ye shall remember the church articles and covenants to 

keep them. (D&C 33:11–14.) 

Now this is the commandment: Repent, all ye ends of the earth, and come unto me 

and be baptized in my name, that ye may be sanctified by the reception of the Holy 

Ghost, that ye may stand spotless before me at the last day. Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, this is my gospel; and ye know the things that ye must do in my church; for the 
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works which ye have seen me do that shall ye also do; for that which ye have seen 

me do even that shall ye do; therefore, if ye do these things blessed are ye, for ye 

shall be lifted up at the last day. (3 Nephi 27:20–22.) 

That men might be made partakers of the glories which were to be revealed, the 

Lord sent forth the fulness of his gospel, his everlasting covenant, reasoning in 

plainness and simplicity. (D&C 133:57.) 

Teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend you, that you may be instructed more 

perfectly in theory, in principle, in doctrine, in the law of the gospel, in all things that 

pertain unto the kingdom of God, that are expedient for you to understand. (D&C 

88:78.) 

Unholy practices 

Cease from all your light speeches, from all laughter, from all your lustful desires, 

from all your pride and light-mindedness, and from all your wicked doings. (D&C 

88:121.) 

Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 

from you, with all malice. (Ephesians 4:31.) 

[Lay] aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil 

speakings. (1 Peter 2:1.) 

See that there is no iniquity in the church, neither hardness with each other, neither 

lying, backbiting, nor evil speaking. (D&C 20:54.) 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold 

him guiltless that taketh his name in vain (Exodus 20:7.) 

Aaronic Priesthood 

Why it is called the lesser priesthood is because it is an appendage to the greater, or 

the Melchizedek Priesthood, and has power in administering outward ordinances. 

(D&C 107:14.) 

The power and authority of the lesser, or Aaronic Priesthood, is to hold the keys of 

the ministering of angels, and to administer in outward ordinances, the letter of the 

gospel, the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins, agreeable to the 

covenants and commandments. (D&C 107:20.) 
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[Moses] sought diligently to sanctify his people that they might behold the face of 

God; but they hardened their hearts and could not endure his presence; therefore, 

the Lord in his wrath, for his anger was kindled against them, swore that they 

should not enter into his rest while in the wilderness, which rest is the fulness of his 

glory. Therefore, he took Moses out of their midst, and the Holy Priesthood also; and 

the lesser priesthood continued, which priesthood holdeth the key of the 

ministering of angels and the preparatory gospel; which gospel is the gospel of 

repentance and of baptism, and the remission of sins, and the law of carnal 

commandments. (D&C 84:23–27.) 

He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot 

out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, 

and before his angels. (Revelation 3:5.) 

And he put upon him the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and clothed him with 

the robe, and put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the curious girdle of 

the ephod, and bound it unto him therewith. (Leviticus 8:7.) 

And these are the garments which they shall make; a breastplate, and an ephod, and 

a robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre, and a girdle: and they shall make holy 

garments for Aaron thy brother, and his sons, that he may minister unto me in the 

priest’s office. (Exodus 28:4.) 

Thou shalt gird them with girdles, Aaron and his sons, and put the bonnets on them: 

and the priest’s office shall be theirs for a perpetual statute: and thou shalt 

consecrate Aaron and his sons. (Exodus 29:9) 

It shall be for a token upon thine hand . . . for by strength of hand the Lord brought 

us forth out of Egypt. (Exodus 13:16.) 

The privileges of the priests were greater than those who functioned in the other 

Levitical offices, and a distinction between the two is evident when the scripture 

speaks of them as “the priests and the Levites (1 Kings 8:4; Ezra 2:70; John 1:19). 

(Bible Dictionary: Aaronic Priesthood.) 

The law of carnal commandments . . . the Lord in his wrath caused to continue with 

the house of Aaron among the children of Israel until John [the Baptist], whom God 

raised up, being filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother’s womb. (D&C 84:27.) 

O God, the Eternal Father, we ask thee in the name of thy Son, Jesus Christ, to bless 

and sanctify this wine to the souls of all those who drink of it, that they may do it in 

remembrance of the blood of thy Son, which was shed for them; that they may 

witness unto thee, O God, the Eternal Father, that they do always remember him, 

that they may have his Spirit to be with them. Amen. (D&C 20:77.) 
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Melchizedek Priesthood 

The power and authority of the higher, or Melchizedek Priesthood, is to hold the 

keys of all the spiritual blessings of the church—to have the privilege of receiving 

the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, to have the heavens opened unto them, to 

commune with the general assembly and church of the Firstborn, and to enjoy the 

communion and presence of God the Father, and Jesus the mediator of the new 

covenant. (D&C 107:18–19.) 

He put the mitre upon his head; also upon the mitre, even upon his forefront, did he 

put the golden plate, the holy crown; as the Lord commanded Moses. (Leviticus 8:9.) 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath 

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride 

adorneth herself with her jewels. (Isaiah 61:10.) 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder. (Isaiah 9:6.) 

I will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and I will commit 

thy government into his hand: and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah. And the key of the house of David will I lay 

upon his shoulder. (Isaiah 22:21–22.) 

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led 

the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to 

Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the 

midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush 

was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, 

why the bush is not burnt. And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God 

called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, 

Here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for 

the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. (Exodus 3:1–6.) 

“Come Up Hither” 

When our Savior comes, the earth will be changed to a terrestrial condition and will 

then be made the fit abode for terrestrial beings, and this condition will last until 

after the close of the millennium when the earth will die and be raised again in a 

resurrection to receive its glory as a celestial body, which is its final state. We are 
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living in the great day of restoration. The Lord has declared that all things are to be 

restored to their primitive condition. Our Tenth Article of Faith says, “We believe . . . 

that Christ will reign personally upon the earth; and, that the earth will be renewed 

and receive its paradisiacal glory.” Too many have the idea that this has reference to 

the celestialized earth, but this is not the case. It refers to the restored earth as it will 

be when Christ comes to reign. (Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:85.)  

Come up hither unto the land of my people, even Zion. (D&C 117:9) 

Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us 

to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: by which also he 

went and preached unto the spirits in prison; which sometime were disobedient, 

when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a 

preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. (1 Peter 3:18–20.) 

For this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they might 

be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit. (1 

Peter 4:6.) 

Chastity 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14.) 

If a man receiveth a wife in the new and everlasting covenant, and if she be with 

another man, and I have not appointed unto her by the holy anointing, she hath 

committed adultery and shall be destroyed. If she be not in the new and everlasting 

covenant, and she be with another man, she has committed adultery. And if her 

husband be with another woman, and he was under a vow, he hath broken his vow 

and hath committed adultery. (D&C 132:41–43.) 

Thou shalt love thy wife with all thy heart, and shalt cleave unto her and none else. 

And he that looketh upon a woman to lust after her shall deny the faith, and shall not 

have the Spirit; and if he repents not he shall be cast out. Thou shalt not commit 

adultery; and he that committeth adultery, and repenteth not, shall be cast out. (D&C 

42:22–24.) 

“They pierced my hands” 

The assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet. 

(Psalms 22:16.) 

They took Jesus, and led him away. And he bearing his cross went forth into a place 

called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha. Where they 
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crucified him, and two others with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 

(John 19:16–18.) 

Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands. (Isaiah 49:16.) 

And now for a little space grace hath been shewed from the Lord our God, to leave 

us a remnant to escape, and to give us a nail in his holy place, that our God may 

lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage. (Ezra 9:8.) 

The keys are certain signs and words by which false spirits and personages may be 

detected from true, which cannot be revealed to the Elders till the Temple is 

completed—The rich can only get them in the Temple—the poor may get them on 

the Mountain top as did Moses. The rich cannot be saved without Charity, giving to 

feed the poor when and how God requires as well as building. There are signs in 

heaven, earth, and hell. The Elders must know them all to be endowed with power, 

to finish their work and prevent imposition. The devil knows many signs but does 

not know the sign of the Son of Man, or Jesus. (Joseph Smith, 1 May 1842, The Words 

of Joseph Smith, 119–20.) 

And it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken these words the whole multitude 

fell to the earth; for they remembered that it had been prophesied among them that 

Christ should show himself unto them after his ascension into heaven. And it came 

to pass that the Lord spake unto them saying: Arise and come forth unto me, that ye 

may thrust your hands into my side, and also that ye may feel the prints of the nails 

in my hands and in my feet, that ye may know that I am the God of Israel, and the 

God of the whole earth, and have been slain for the sins of the world. And it came to 

pass that the multitude went forth, and thrust their hands into his side, and did feel 

the prints of the nails in his hands and in his feet; and this they did do, going forth 

one by one until they had all gone forth, and did see with their eyes and did feel with 

their hands, and did know of a surety and did bear record, that it was he, of whom it 

was written by the prophets, that should come. (3 Nephi 11:12–15.) 

Take upon you the name of Christ, and speak the truth in soberness. And as many as 

repent and are baptized in my name, which is Jesus Christ, and endure to the end, 

the same shall be saved. Behold, Jesus Christ is the name which is given of the 

Father, and there is none other name given whereby man can be saved; wherefore, 

all men must take upon them the name which is given of the Father, for in that name 

shall they be called at the last day; wherefore, if they know not the name by which 

they are called, they cannot have place in the kingdom of my Father. (D&C 18:21–

25.) 
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Have they not read the scriptures, which say ye must take upon you the name of 

Christ, which is my name? For by this name shall ye be called at the last day. (3 

Nephi 27:5.) 

Because of the covenant which ye have made ye shall be called the children of 

Christ, his sons, and his daughters; for behold, this day he hath spiritually begotten 

you; for ye say that your hearts are changed through faith on his name; therefore, ye 

are born of him and have become his sons and his daughters. And under this head ye 

are made free, and there is no other head whereby ye can be made free. 

There is no other name given whereby salvation cometh; therefore, I would that ye 

should take upon you the name of Christ, all you that have entered into the covenant 

with God that ye should be obedient unto the end of your lives. And it shall come to 

pass that whosoever doeth this shall be found at the right hand of God, for he shall 

know the name by which he is called; for he shall be called by the name of Christ.  

And now it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall not take upon him the name of 

Christ must be called by some other name; therefore, he findeth himself on the left 

hand of God. And I would that ye should remember also, that this is the name that I 

said I should give unto you that never should be blotted out, except it be through 

transgression; therefore, take heed that ye do not transgress, that the name be not 

blotted out of your hearts. I say unto you, I would that ye should remember to retain 

the name written always in your hearts, that ye are not found on the left hand of 

God, but that ye hear and know the voice by which ye shall be called, and also, the 

name by which he shall call you. For how knoweth a man the master whom he has 

not served, and who is a stranger unto him, and is far from the thoughts and intents 

of his heart? 

And again, doth a man take an ass which belongeth to his neighbor, and keep him? I 

say unto you, Nay; he will not even suffer that he shall feed among his flocks, but will 

drive him away, and cast him out. I say unto you, that even so shall it be among you 

if ye know not the name by which ye are called. Therefore, I would that ye should be 

steadfast and immovable, always abounding in good works, that Christ, the Lord 

God Omnipotent, may seal you his, that you may be brought to heaven, that ye may 

have everlasting salvation and eternal life, through the wisdom, and power, and 

justice, and mercy of him who created all things, in heaven and in earth, who is God 

above all. Amen. (Mosiah 5:7–15.) 

Consecration 

It is contrary to the will and commandment of God that those who receive not their 

inheritance by consecration, agreeable to his law, which he has given, that he may 
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tithe his people, to prepare them against the day of vengeance and burning, should 

have their names enrolled with the people of God. (D&C 85:3.) 

Behold, it is not meet that I should command in all things; for he that is compelled in 

all things, the same is a slothful and not a wise servant; wherefore he receiveth no 

reward. Verily I say, men should be anxiously engaged in a good cause, and do many 

things of their own free will, and bring to pass much righteousness; for the power is 

in them, wherein they are agents unto themselves. (D&C 58:26–28.) 

Zion must increase in beauty, and in holiness; her borders must be enlarged; her 

stakes must be strengthened; yea, verily I say unto you, Zion must arise and put on 

her beautiful garments. (D&C 82:14.) 

Verily, thus saith the Lord, I say unto you, if those who call themselves by my name 

and are essaying to be my saints, if they will do my will and keep my 

commandments concerning them, let them gather themselves together unto the 

places which I shall appoint unto them by my servant Joseph, and build up cities 

unto my name, that they may be prepared for that which is in store for a time to 

come. (D&C 125:2.) 

Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it. (Psalm 127:1.) 

Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as 

ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. (1 Corinthians 15:58.) 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed. (2 Timothy 2:15.) 

Behold, the Lord stood upon a wall made by a plumbline, with a plumbline in his 

hand. And the Lord said unto me, Amos, what seest thou? And I said, A plumbline. 

Then said the Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst of my people Israel: I 

will not again pass by them any more. (Amos 7:7–8.) 

Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail 

shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. 

(Isaiah 28:17.) 

In the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in the beginning of the year, in the 

tenth day of the month, in the fourteenth year after that the city was smitten, in the 

selfsame day the hand of the Lord was upon me, and brought me thither. In the 

visions of God brought he me into the land of Israel, and set me upon a very high 

mountain, by which was as the frame of a city on the south. And he brought me 

thither, and, behold, there was a man, whose appearance was like the appearance of 

brass, with a line of flax in his hand, and a measuring reed; and he stood in the gate. 
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And the man said unto me, Son of man, behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine 

ears, and set thine heart upon all that I shall show thee; for to the intent that I might 

show them unto thee art thou brought hither: declare all that thou seest to the 

house of Israel. And behold a wall on the outside of the house round about, and in 

the man’s hand a measuring reed of six cubits long by the cubit and a handbreadth: 

so he measured the breadth of the building, one reed; and the height, one reed. Then 

came he unto the gate which looketh toward the east, and went up the stairs thereof, 

and measured the threshold of the gate, which was one reed broad; and the other 

threshold of the gate, which was one reed broad. (Ezekiel 40:1–6.) 

There was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and 

measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 

(Revelation 11:1.) 

So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for 

the people had a mind to work. (Nehemiah 4:6.) 

They which builded on the wall, and they that bare burdens, with those that laded, 

every one with one of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a 

weapon. For the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and so 

builded. And he that sounded the trumpet was by me. (Nehemiah 4:17–18.) 

Now it came to pass, when Sanballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the Arabian, and the 

rest of our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no breach 

left therein; (though at that time I had not set up the doors upon the gates;) that 

Sanballat and Geshem sent unto me, saying, Come, let us meet together in some one 

of the villages in the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me mischief. And I sent 

messengers unto them, saying, I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down: 

why should the work cease, whilst I leave it, and come down to you? Yet they sent 

unto me four times after this sort; and I answered them after the same manner. 

(Nehemiah 6:1–4.) 

I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 

passed away; and there was no more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle 

of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and 

God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears 

from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 

neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he 

that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. (Revelation 21:1–5.) 
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Melchizedek Priesthood 

I will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle. . . . And the key of 

the House of David will I lay upon His shoulders, so he shall open, and none shall 

shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure 

place. (Isaiah 22:21–23.) 

Prayer 

Have faith in God. For verily I say unto you, that whosoever shall say unto this 

mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his 

heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall 

have whatsoever he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, 

when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. And when ye 

stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in 

heaven may forgive you your trespasses. (Mark 11:22–25.) 

If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought 

against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled 

to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. (Matthew 5:23–24.) 

Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered? (1 

Corinthians 11:13.) 

And afterward all the children of Israel came nigh: and he gave them in 

commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him in mount Sinai. And till Moses 

had done speaking with them, he put a vail on his face. But when Moses went in 

before the Lord to speak with him, he took the vail off, until he came out. And he 

came out, and spake unto the children of Israel that which he was commanded. And 

the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone: and 

Moses put the vail upon his face again, until he went in to speak with him. (Exodus 

34:32–35.) 

They were filled with the Spirit; and they did cry out with one voice, and gave glory 

to Jesus. (3 Nephi 20: 9.) 

They did rejoice and cry again with one voice, saying: May the God of Abraham, and 

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, protect this people in righteousness, so long 

as they shall call on the name of their God for protection. And it came to pass that 

they did break forth, all as one, in singing, and praising their God for the great thing 

which he had done for them, in preserving them from falling into the hands of their 
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enemies. Yea, they did cry: Hosanna to the Most High God. And they did cry: Blessed 

be the name of the Lord God Almighty, the Most High God. (3 Nephi 4:30–32.) 

And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there 

was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all 

saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the 

incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of 

the angel’s hand. (Revelation 8:3–4.) 

Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray 

over him. (James 5:14.) 

Have ye any that are sick among you? Bring them hither. Have ye any that are lame, 

or blind, or halt, or maimed, or leprous, or that are withered, or that are deaf, or that 

are afflicted in any manner? Bring them hither and I will heal them, for I have 

compassion upon you; my bowels are filled with mercy. (3 Nephi 17:7.) 

There came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the 

people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been 

dead. Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the 

city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. (Acts 14:19–29.) 

When Solomon had made an end of praying all this prayer and supplication unto the 

Lord, he arose from before the altar of the Lord, from kneeling on his knees with his 

hands spread up to heaven. (1 Kings 8:54.) 

The Veil 

Thou shalt hang up the vail under the taches, that thou mayest bring in thither 

within the vail the ark of the testimony: and the vail shall divide unto you between 

the holy place and the most holy. (Exodus 26:33.) 

Lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon 

your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes. And ye shall teach them 

your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 

walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt 

write them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates. (Deuteronomy 

11:17–20.) 

Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month 

they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a 

lamb for an house: and if the household be too little for the lamb, let him and his 

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/james/5.14?lang=eng#13
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/17.7?lang=eng#6
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neighbour next unto his house take it according to the number of the souls; every 

man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be 

without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from 

the goats: and ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and 

the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. And they 

shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door 

post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. . . . And the blood shall be to you for a 

token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 

and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. 

(Exodus 12:3–7, 13.) 

Blessed are they who have kept the covenant and observed the commandment, for 

they shall obtain mercy. (D&C 54:6.) 

Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and do them, that ye may prosper in all 

that ye do. (Deuteronomy 29:9.) 

Wherefore it shall come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, and do 

them, that the Lord thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which 

he sware unto thy fathers. (Deuteronomy 7:12.) 

Keep all the commandments and covenants by which ye are bound; and I will cause 

the heavens to shake for your good, and Satan shall tremble and Zion shall rejoice 

upon the hills and flourish. (D&C 35:24.) 

The altar shall be twelve cubits long, twelve broad, square in the four squares 

thereof. (Ezekiel 43:16.) 

All the doors and posts were square, with the windows: and light was against light 

in three ranks. (1 Kings 7:5.) 

The posts of the temple were squared, and the face of the sanctuary; the appearance 

of the one as the appearance of the other. (Ezekiel 41:21.) 

Of this there shall be for the sanctuary five hundred in length, with five hundred in 

breadth, square round about; and fifty cubits round about for the suburbs thereof. 

(Ezekiel 45:2.) 

And the settle shall be fourteen cubits long and fourteen broad in the four squares 

thereof; and the border about it shall be half a cubit; and the bottom thereof shall be 

a cubit about; and his stairs shall look toward the east. (Ezekiel 43:17.) 
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Yea, and they did obey and observe to perform every word of command with 

exactness; yea, and even according to their faith it was done unto them. (Alma 

57:21.) 

The carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; he fitteth it with 

planes, and he marketh it out with the compass, and maketh it after the figure of a 

man, according to the beauty of a man; that it may remain in the house. (Isaiah 

44:13.) 

When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon the face of 

the depth. (Proverbs 8:27.) 

I take my ring from my finger and liken it unto the mind of man—the immortal part, 

because it has no beginning. Suppose you cut it in two; then it has a beginning and 

an end; but join it again, and it continues one eternal round. (Joseph Smith, “The 

King Follett Sermon,” Ensign, May 1971.) 

The bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the 

everlasting covenant, which I made unto thy father Enoch; that, when men should 

keep all my commandments, Zion should again come on the earth, the city of Enoch 

which I have caught up unto myself. (JST Genesis 9:21.) 

And it came to pass after they had loosed me, behold, I took the compass, and it did 

work whither I desired it. And it came to pass that I prayed unto the Lord; and after I 

had prayed the winds did cease, and the storm did cease, and there was a great calm. 

(1 Nephi 18:21.) 

And now, my son, I have somewhat to say concerning the thing which our fathers 

call a ball, or director—or our fathers called it Liahona, which is, being interpreted, a 

compass; and the Lord prepared it. And behold, there cannot any man work after 

the manner of so curious a workmanship. And behold, it was prepared to show unto 

our fathers the course which they should travel in the wilderness. And it did work 

for them according to their faith in God; therefore, if they had faith to believe that 

God could cause that those spindles should point the way they should go, behold, it 

was done; therefore they had this miracle, and also many other miracles wrought by 

the power of God, day by day. 

Nevertheless, because those miracles were worked by small means (nevertheless it 

did show unto them marvelous works) they were slothful, and forgot to exercise 

their faith and diligence and then those marvelous works ceased, and they did not 

progress in their journey; therefore, they tarried in the wilderness, or did not travel 

a direct course, and were afflicted with hunger and thirst, because of their 

transgressions. 
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And now, my son, I would that ye should understand that these things are not 

without a shadow; for as our fathers were slothful to give heed to this compass (now 

these things were temporal) they did not prosper; even so it is with things which are 

spiritual. For behold, it is as easy to give heed to the word of Christ, which will point 

to you a straight course to eternal bliss, as it was for our fathers to give heed to this 

compass, which would point unto them a straight course to the promised land. And 

now I say, is there not a type in this thing? For just as surely as this director did 

bring our fathers, by following its course, to the promised land, shall the words of 

Christ, if we follow their course, carry us beyond this vale of sorrow into a far better 

land of promise. 

O my son, do not let us be slothful because of the easiness of the way; for so was it 

with our fathers; for so was it prepared for them, that if they would look they might 

live; even so it is with us. The way is prepared, and if we will look we may live 

forever. And now, my son, see that ye take care of these sacred things, yea, see that 

ye look to God and live. Go unto this people and declare the word, and be sober. My 

son, farewell. (Alma 37:38–47.) 

Unto every kingdom is given a law; and unto every law there are certain bounds also 

and conditions. (D&C 88:38.) 

And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to 

yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whosoever 

toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death. (Exodus 19:12.) 

O then, my beloved brethren, come unto the Lord, the Holy One. Remember that his 

paths are righteous. Behold, the way for man is narrow, but it lieth in a straight 

course before him. (2 Nephi 9:41.) 

I perceive that ye are in the paths of righteousness; I perceive that ye are in the path 

which leads to the kingdom of God; yea, I perceive that ye are making his paths 

straight. (Alma 7:19.) 

All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his 

testimonies. (Psalms 25:10.) 

It came to pass that they did speak unto me again, saying: What meaneth this thing 

which our father saw in a dream? What meaneth the tree which he saw? And I said 

unto them: It was a representation of the tree of life. And they said unto me: What 

meaneth the rod of iron which our father saw, that led to the tree? And I said unto 

them that it was the word of God; and whoso would hearken unto the word of God, 

and would hold fast unto it, they would never perish; neither could the temptations 

and the fiery darts of the adversary overpower them unto blindness, to lead them 
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away to destruction. Wherefore, I, Nephi, did exhort them to give heed unto the 

word of the Lord; yea, I did exhort them with all the energies of my soul, and with all 

the faculty which I possessed, that they would give heed to the word of God and 

remember to keep his commandments always in all things. (1 Nephi 15:21–25.) 

Strait is the gate, and narrow the way that leadeth unto the exaltation and 

continuation of the lives, and few there be that find it, because ye receive me not in 

the world neither do ye know me. But if ye receive me in the world, then shall ye 

know me, and shall receive your exaltation; that where I am ye shall be also. (D&C 

132:22–23.) 

Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. (John 8:32.) 

Truth is knowledge of things as they are, and as they were, and as they are to come. 

(D&C 93:24.) 

The Spirit of truth is of God. I am the Spirit of truth, and John bore record of me, 

saying: He received a fulness of truth, yea, even of all truth. (D&C 93:26.) 

If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, knowledge upon 

knowledge, that thou mayest know the mysteries and peaceable things—that which 

bringeth joy, that which bringeth life eternal. (D&C 42:61.) 

Behold, my beloved brethren, I suppose that ye ponder somewhat in your hearts 

concerning that which ye should do after ye have entered in by the way. But, behold, 

why do ye ponder these things in your hearts? Do ye not remember that I said unto 

you that after ye had received the Holy Ghost ye could speak with the tongue of 

angels? And now, how could ye speak with the tongue of angels save it were by the 

Holy Ghost? Angels speak by the power of the Holy Ghost; wherefore, they speak the 

words of Christ. Wherefore, I said unto you, feast upon the words of Christ; for 

behold, the words of Christ will tell you all things what ye should do. (2 Nephi 32:1–

3.) 

Do not spend money for that which is of no worth, nor your labor for that which 

cannot satisfy. Hearken diligently unto me, and remember the words which I have 

spoken; and come unto the Holy One of Israel, and feast upon that which perisheth 

not, neither can be corrupted. (2 Nephi 9:51.) 

Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and 

rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts. (Jeremiah 

15:16.) 
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I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and 

shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 

(Isaiah 45:23.) 

These all shall bow the knee, and every tongue shall confess to him who sits upon 

the throne forever and ever. (D&C 76:110.) 

Yea, every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess before him. Yea, even at the last 

day, when all men shall stand to be judged of him, then shall they confess that he is 

God; then shall they confess, who live without God in the world, that the judgment of 

an everlasting punishment is just upon them; and they shall quake, and tremble, and 

shrink beneath the glance of his all-searching eye. (Mosiah 27:31.) 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of 

God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of no reputation, 

and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: and 

being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 

death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 

given him a name which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; and 

that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. (Philippians 2:5–11.) 

“Your most holy places” 

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 

unto you. (Matthew 7:7.) 

One thing have I desired of the Lord . . . that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all 

the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple. 

(Psalms 27:4.) 

Verily I say unto you, that your anointings, and your washings, and your baptisms 

for the dead, and your solemn assemblies, and your memorials for your sacrifices by 

the sons of Levi, and for your oracles in your most holy places wherein you receive 

conversations, and your statutes and judgments, for the beginning of the revelations 

and foundation of Zion, and for the glory, honor, and endowment of all her 

municipals, are ordained by the ordinance of my holy house, which my people are 

always commanded to build unto my holy name. (D&C 124:39.) 

I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep 

thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles. (Isaiah 

42:6.) 
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There is a mystery concerning the God I worship, which mystery will be removed 

when I come to a full knowledge of God. One of the greatest things Joseph Smith ever 

did was to familiarize heaven and earth and cause them to shake hands together and 

become familiar together. This was a great principle. It is simple yet true. When I 

meet the God I worship, I expect to [meet a] personage with whom I have been 

acquainted upon the same principle that I would to meet with my earthly father 

after going upon a journey and returning home. (Brigham Young, in the Diary of 

Wilford Woodruff, January 27, 1860.) 

And the Lord said unto him, What is that in thine hand? (Exodus 4:2.) 

No one can truly say he knows God until he has handled something, and this can 

only be done in the Holiest of Holies. (Joseph Smith, Personal Writings of Joseph 

Smith, 1 May 1842, 119–20.) 

And it came to pass that when the brother of Jared had said these words, behold, the 

Lord stretched forth his hand. . . . And the veil was taken from off the eyes of the 

brother of Jared, and he saw the finger of the Lord. (Ether 3:6.) 

And because of the knowledge of this man he could not be kept from beholding 

within the veil; and he saw the finger of Jesus, which, when he saw . . . he knew that 

it was the finger of the Lord; and he had faith no longer, for he knew, nothing 

doubting. Wherefore, having this perfect knowledge of God, he could not be kept 

from within the veil; therefore he saw Jesus; and he did minister unto him. (Ether 

3:19–20.) 

We . . . have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope 

set before us: which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, 

and which entereth into that within the veil; whither the forerunner is for us 

entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec. 

(Hebrews 6:18–20.) 

Come unto me, O ye Gentiles, and I will show unto you the greater things, the 

knowledge which is hid up because of unbelief. Come unto me, O ye house of Israel, 

and it shall be made manifest unto you how great things the Father hath laid up for 

you, from the foundation of the world; and it hath not come unto you, because of 

unbelief. Behold, when ye shall rend that veil of unbelief which doth cause you to 

remain in your awful state of wickedness, and hardness of heart, and blindness of 

mind, then shall the great and marvelous things which have been hid up from the 

foundation of the world from you—yea, when ye shall call upon the Father in my 

name, with a broken heart and a contrite spirit, then shall ye know that the Father 

hath remembered the covenant which he made unto your fathers, O house of Israel. 

(Ether 4:13–15.) 
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This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will 

put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them. . . . Having 

therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest [place] by the blood of Jesus, 

by a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is 

to say, his flesh; and having an high priest over the house of God; let us draw near 

with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 

conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:16, 19–22.) 

I have beheld his glory and am encircled about eternally in the arms of his love. (2 

Nephi 1:15.) 

O Lord, wilt thou encircle me about in the robe of thy righteousness. (2 Nephi 4:33.) 

[Elijah] cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil 

upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son? And he stretched himself 

upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray 

thee, let this child’s soul come into him again. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; 

and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. And Elijah took the 

child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him 

unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. (1 Kings 17:20–23.) 

When Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his 

bed. He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the 

Lord. And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, 

and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself 

upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed warm. Then he returned, and 

walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: . . . 

and the child opened his eyes. (2 Kings 4:32–35.) 

Upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, 

Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech 

until midnight. And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were 

gathered together. And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, 

being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with 

sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead. And Paul went 

down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves; for his life is 

in him. . . . And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted. 

(Acts 20:7–12.) 

I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 

heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as 

one of thy hired servants. And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet 

a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his 
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neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against 

heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father 

said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on 

his hand, and shoes on his feet: and bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us 

eat, and be merry: for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 

found. (Luke 15:18–24.) 

Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran. And he lighted upon a 

certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the 

stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 

And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached 

to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, 

behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, 

and the God of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 

seed; and thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to 

the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy 

seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and 

will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this 

land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. 

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is in this place; and I 

knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none 

other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. (Genesis 28:10–17.) 

When you climb up a ladder, you must begin at the bottom, and ascend step by step, 

until you arrive at the top; and so it is with the principles of the Gospel— you must 

begin with the first, and go on until you learn all the principles of exaltation. But it 

will be a great while after you have passed through the veil before you will have 

learned them. It is not all to be comprehended in this world; it will be a great work 

to learn our salvation and exaltation even beyond the grave. (Joseph Smith, 

Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 348.) 

Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to 

knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and 

to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if these 

things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 

unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:5–8.) 

Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the 

day. And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of 

his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 

And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, 

except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 
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And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast 

thou power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob asked him, and 

said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask 

after my name? And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place 

Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved. (Genesis 32:24–30.) 

Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should 

bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? And [God] said, Certainly I will be 

with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast 

brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. And 

Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say 

unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, 

What is his name? what shall I say unto them? And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT 

I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me 

unto you. And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children 

of Israel, The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is my name for ever, and this is my 

memorial unto all generations. (Exodus 3:11–15.) 

Behold, I will lead thee by my hand, and I will take thee, to put upon thee my name, 

even the Priesthood of thy father, and my power shall be over thee. (Abraham 1:18.) 

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus 

our Lord, according as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain 

unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory 

and virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that 

by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature. (2 Peter 1:2–4.) 

All saints who remember to keep and do these sayings, walking in obedience to the 

commandments, shall receive health in their navel and marrow to their bones; and 

shall find wisdom and great treasures of knowledge, even hidden treasures. (D&C 

89:18–19.) 

If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shall teach them, their 

children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore. (Psalms 132:12.) 

Abraham received promises concerning his seed, and of the fruit of his loins—from 

whose loins ye are . . . which were to continue so long as they were in the world; and 

as touching Abraham and his seed, out of the world they should continue; both in 

the world and out of the world should they continue as innumerable as the stars; or, 

if ye were to count the sand upon the seashore ye could not number them. This 

promise is yours also, because ye are of Abraham, and the promise was made unto 
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Abraham; and by this law is the continuation of the works of my Father, wherein he 

glorifieth himself. (D&C 132:30–31.) 

No power or influence can or ought to be maintained by virtue of the priesthood, 

only by persuasion, by long-suffering, by gentleness and meekness, and by love 

unfeigned; by kindness, and pure knowledge, which shall greatly enlarge the soul 

without hypocrisy, and without guile (D&C 121:41–42.) 

The rights of the priesthood are inseparably connected with the powers of heaven, 

and . . . the powers of heaven cannot be controlled nor handled only upon the 

principles of righteousness. (D&C 121:36.) 

“I am the door” 

Who so knocketh, to him will he open. (2 Nephi 9:42.) 

Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the 

sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not 

hear them. I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go 

in and out, and find pasture. (John 10:7–9.) 

He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other 

way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he that entereth in by the door is the 

shepherd of the sheep. To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and 

he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. And when he putteth forth 

his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his 

voice. And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not 

the voice of strangers. (John 10:1–5.) 

The keeper of the gate is the Holy One of Israel; and he employeth no servant there; 

and there is none other way save it be by the gate; for he cannot be deceived, for the 

Lord God is his name. And whoso knocketh, to him will he open; and the wise, and 

the learned, and they that are rich, who are puffed up because of their learning, and 

their wisdom, and their riches—yea, they are they whom he despiseth; and save 

they shall cast these things away, and consider themselves fools before God, and 

come down in the depths of humility, he will not open unto them. But the things of 

the wise and the prudent shall be hid from them forever—yea, that happiness which 

is prepared for the saints. (2 Nephi 9:41–43.) 

I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut 

it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my 

name. (Revelation 3:8.) 
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After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice 

which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up 

hither. (Revelation 4:1.) 

There were many whose faith was so exceedingly strong, even before Christ came, 

who could not be kept from within the veil, but truly saw with their eyes the things 

which they had beheld with an eye of faith, and they were glad. (Ether 12:19.) 

When the Savior shall appear we shall see him as he is. We shall see that he is a man 

like ourselves. (D&C 130:1.) 

And it came to pass that when the brother of Jared had said these words, behold, the 

Lord stretched forth his hand. . . . And the veil was taken from off the eyes of the 

brother of Jared, and he saw the finger of the Lord; and it was as the finger of a man, 

like unto flesh and blood; and the brother of Jared fell down before the Lord, for he 

was struck with fear. “And the Lord saw that the brother of Jared had fallen to the 

earth; and the Lord said unto him: Arise, why hast thou fallen? And he saith unto the 

Lord: I saw the finger of the Lord, and I feared lest he should smite me; for I knew 

not that the Lord had flesh and blood. And the Lord said unto him: Because of thy 

faith thou hast seen that I shall take upon me flesh and blood; and never has man 

come before me with such exceeding faith as thou hast; for were it not so ye could 

not have seen my finger. Sawest thou more than this? “And he answered: Nay; Lord, 

show thyself unto me. And the Lord said unto him: Believest thou the words which I 

shall speak? “And he answered: Yea, Lord, I know that thou speakest the truth, for 

thou art a God of truth, and canst not lie. And when he had said these words, behold, 

the Lord showed himself unto him, and said: Because thou knowest these things ye 

are redeemed from the fall; therefore ye are brought back into my presence; 

therefore I show myself unto you. Behold, I am he who was prepared from the 

foundation of the world to redeem my people. Behold, I am Jesus Christ. I am the 

Father and the Son. In me shall all mankind have life, and that eternally, even they 

who shall believe on my name; and they shall become my sons and my daughters. 

(Ether 3:17–20.) 

The kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own 

servants, and delivered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to 

another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and 

straightway took his journey. Then he that had received the five talents went and 

traded with the same, and made them other five talents. And likewise he that had 

received two, he also gained other two. But he that had received one went and 

digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money. After a long time the lord of those 

servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. And so he that had received five talents 

came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five 
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talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more. His lord said unto him, 

Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I 

will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. (Matthew 

25:14–21.) 

What man among you, having a son, and he shall be standing out, and shall say, 

Father, open thy house that I may come in and sup with thee, will not say, Come in, 

my son; for mine is thine, and thine is mine? (JST Matthew 7: 17.) 

Thy servant has sought thee earnestly; now I have found thee. (Abraham 2:12.) 

We have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and 

living way which he opened for us through the curtain, that is through his flesh. 

(Hebrews 10:19–20.) 

“In the Celestial Glory” 

Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. And, behold, 

the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did 

quake, and the rocks rent; and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the 

saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went 

into the holy city, and appeared unto many. (Matthew 27:50–53.) 

Whatever principle of intelligence we attain unto in this life, it will rise with us in 

the resurrection. And if a person gains more knowledge and intelligence in this life 

through his diligence and obedience than another, he will have so much the 

advantage in the world to come. (D&C 130:18–19.) 

It is impossible for a man to be saved in ignorance. (D&C 131:6.) 

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 

things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them 

unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

(1 Corinthians 2:9–10.) 

Thus we may see that the Lord is merciful unto all who will, in the sincerity of their 

hearts, call upon his holy name. Yea, thus we see that the gate of heaven is open unto 

all, even to those who will believe on the name of Jesus Christ, who is the Son of God. 

Yea, we see that whosoever will may lay hold upon the word of God, which is quick 

and powerful, which shall divide asunder all the cunning and the snares and the 

wiles of the devil, and lead the man of Christ in a strait and narrow course across 

that everlasting gulf of misery which is prepared to engulf the wicked—and land 
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their souls, yea, their immortal souls, at the right hand of God in the kingdom of 

heaven, to sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and with Jacob, and with all our holy 

fathers, to go no more out. (Helaman 3: 27–30.) 

Behold, it is my will, that all they who call on my name, and worship me according to 

mine everlasting gospel, should gather together, and stand in holy places; and 

prepare for the revelation which is to come, when the veil of the covering of my 

temple, in my tabernacle, which hideth the earth, shall be taken off, and all flesh 

shall see me together. (D&C 101:22–23.) 

The heavens were opened upon us, and I beheld the celestial kingdom of God, and 

the glory thereof, whether in the body or out I cannot tell. I saw the transcendent 

beauty of the gate through which the heirs of that kingdom will enter, which was 

like unto circling flames of fire; also the blazing throne of God, whereon was seated 

the Father and the Son. I saw the beautiful streets of that kingdom, which had the 

appearance of being paved with gold. I saw Father Adam and Abraham; and my 

father and my mother; my brother Alvin, that has long since slept. (D&C 137:1–5.) 

That same sociality which exists among us here will exist among us there, only it will 

be coupled with eternal glory, which glory we do not now enjoy. (D&C 130:2.) 

This shall be my seal and blessing upon you—a faithful and wise steward in the 

midst of mine house, a ruler in my kingdom. (D&C 101:61.) 

The Holy Ghost shall be thy constant companion, and thy scepter an unchanging 

scepter of righteousness and truth; and thy dominion shall be an everlasting 

dominion, and without compulsory means it shall flow unto thee forever and ever. 

(D&C 121:46.) 

This earth, in its sanctified and immortal state, will be made like unto crystal and 

will be a Urim and Thummim to the inhabitants who dwell thereon, whereby all 

things pertaining to an inferior kingdom, or all kingdoms of a lower order, will be 

manifest to those who dwell on it; and this earth will be Christ’s. Then the white 

stone mentioned in Revelation 2:17, will become a Urim and Thummim to each 

individual who receives one, whereby things pertaining to a higher order of 

kingdoms will be made known; and a white stone is given to each of those who come 

into the celestial kingdom, whereon is a new name written, which no man knoweth 

save he that receiveth it. The new name is the key word. (D&C 130:9–11.) 

One of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in 

white robes? and whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he 

said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed 

their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they 



57 
 

before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that 

sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger no more, neither 

thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb 

which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 

fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. (Revelation 

7:13–17.) 

When they are out of the world . . . they shall pass by the angels, and the gods, which 

are set there, to their exaltation and glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon 

their heads, which glory shall be a fulness and a continuation of the seeds forever 

and ever. Then shall they be gods, because they have no end; therefore shall they be 

from everlasting to everlasting, because they continue; then shall they be above all, 

because all things are subject unto them. Then shall they be gods, because they have 

all power. . . . But if ye receive me in the world, then shall ye know me, and shall 

receive your exaltation; that where I am ye shall be also. This is eternal lives—to 

know the only wise and true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he hath sent. I am he. 

(D&C 132:19–20, 23–24.) 

Ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 

Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and 

church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and 

to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new 

covenant. (Hebrews 12:22–24.) 

And again we bear record—for we saw and heard, and this is the testimony of the 

gospel of Christ concerning them who shall come forth in the resurrection of the 

just—They are they who received the testimony of Jesus, and believed on his name 

and were baptized after the manner of his burial, being buried in the water in his 

name, and this according to the commandment which he has given—that by keeping 

the commandments they might be washed and cleansed from all their sins, and 

receive the Holy Spirit by the laying on of the hands of him who is ordained and 

sealed unto this power; and who overcome by faith, and are sealed by the Holy 

Spirit of promise, which the Father sheds forth upon all those who are just and true.  

They are they who are the church of the Firstborn. They are they into whose hands 

the Father has given all things—they are they who are priests and kings, who have 

received of his fulness, and of his glory; and are priests of the Most High, after the 

order of Melchizedek, which was after the order of Enoch, which was after the order 

of the Only Begotten Son. Wherefore, as it is written, they are gods, even the sons of 

God—wherefore, all things are theirs, whether life or death, or things present, or 

things to come, all are theirs and they are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. And they shall 
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overcome all things. Wherefore, let no man glory in man, but rather let him glory in 

God, who shall subdue all enemies under his feet. 

These shall dwell in the presence of God and his Christ forever and ever. These are 

they whom he shall bring with him, when he shall come in the clouds of heaven to 

reign on the earth over his people. These are they who shall have part in the first 

resurrection. These are they who shall come forth in the resurrection of the just. 

These are they who are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, 

the heavenly place, the holiest of all. These are they who have come to an 

innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of Enoch, and 

of the Firstborn. These are they whose names are written in heaven, where God and 

Christ are the judge of all. These are they who are just men made perfect through 

Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, who wrought out this perfect atonement 

through the shedding of his own blood. These are they whose bodies are celestial, 

whose glory is that of the sun, even the glory of God, the highest of all, whose glory 

the sun of the firmament is written of as being typical. (D&C 76:50–70.) 

In the celestial glory there are three heavens or degrees; and in order to obtain the 

highest, a man must enter into this order of the priesthood [meaning the new and 

everlasting covenant of marriage]; and if he does not, he cannot obtain it. He may 

enter into the other, but that is the end of his kingdom; he cannot have an increase. 

(May 17th, 1843.) The more sure word of prophecy means a man’s knowing that he 

is sealed up unto eternal life, by revelation and the spirit of prophecy, through the 

power of the Holy Priesthood. (D&C 131:1–5.) 

And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the 

seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of 

every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God 

kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. (Revelation 5:9–10.) 

I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts 

and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and 

thousands of thousands; saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 

to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and 

blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 

earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, 

and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and 

unto the Lamb for ever and ever. (Revelation 5:11–13.) 

Great and marvelous are the works of the Lord, and the mysteries of his kingdom 

which he showed unto us, which surpass all understanding in glory, and in might, 

and in dominion; which he commanded us we should not write while we were yet in 

the Spirit, and are not lawful for man to utter; neither is man capable to make them 
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known, for they are only to be seen and understood by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

which God bestows on those who love him, and purify themselves before him; to 

whom he grants this privilege of seeing and knowing for themselves; that through 

the power and manifestation of the Spirit, while in the flesh, they may be able to 

bear his presence in the world of glory. And to God and the Lamb be glory, and 

honor, and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (D&C 76:114–19.) 

We ask thee, Holy Father, that thy servants may go forth from this house armed with 

thy power, and that thy name may be upon them, and thy glory be round about 

them, and thine angels have charge over them. (D&C 109: 22.) 


